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From the Director... 


I want to extend a warm welcome to our new M.D/Ph.D. 
students, Heather Ferris, Dan Lavelle, Tim Olson, and Paul 
DiCamillo (Med 02). By the time this newsletter is pub- 
lished, they will already be well immersed in their classes. 
Although I believe everyone has met our first year stu- 
dents, if not, you can recognize them by that familiar Gross 
Anatomy aroma. 


I am extremely excited about the progress that we have 
already made in implementing some significant changes 
to the M.D./Ph.D. Program. Our first year students now 
have several weeks of experience with our new Ph.D./ 
M.D. integrated curriculum. Thus far things are going 
very smoothly, and there have been no major problems. 
Changes included substituting Graduate Biochemistry and 
Graduate Cell Biology for the medical versions of these 
courses. In addition, the directors of the medical courses 
have provided the students with handouts, and offered 
their assistance in reviewing for the boards. The students 
are also taking a revised version of Gross Anatomy that 
involves tag team dissections, and a review session where 
they present a paper describing state-of-the-art develop- 
ments in human anatomy (e.g. NMR, echo-imaging, CAT 
scan, etc.). Finally, the Dr./Patient Illness course has been 
streamlined and all students are in the same discussion 
group headed by Drs. Jerry Short and Margaret Moorman. 
The second semester of Med 01 and Med 02 are largely 
unchanged at this time with the exception of modifica- 
tion of the spring DPI course whereby students will spend 
time with physician scientists at UVA. This will include 
attending rounds with the physician scientist, participat- 
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ing in their lab meetings, and other activities of 
interest. If you have any suggestions on additional 
changes that might be implemented in Med 02, 
please let me know. Dr. Petri and I are also dis- 
cussing some possible changes in the required third 
year clerkships with the Dean and the Council on 
Medical Education to make some changes in the 
required third year clerkships. 


Ihave been extremely pleased with our initial “Re- 
search in Progress” meetings. The presentations 
by Claudio Mosse, and Claxton Baer at our Au- 
gust meeting and by Paul Lenkowski, Joe 
Mettenburg, Jake O’Shea, and Paul DiCamillo at 
our second meeting were outstanding as well as 
entertaining. I think these meetings have done 
much to promote interaction between M.D./Ph.D. 
students at all levels, and | am extremely pleased 
with the quality of the scientific interactions. 


On a more serious note, one of the unanticipated 
negative consequences of the increased student in- 
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teractions is that some of the junior students have 
expressed anxiety about how long the doctoral 
training period has been for some students. As you 
know, this is certainly a complex issue, but one that 
is at the very top of my priority list. We must and 
will reduce our average graduate-training period 
to an average of four years or less. I have sched- 
uled a meeting of the Graduate Advisors Commit- 
tee (this is the governing body for doctoral pro- 
grams and includes representation from all Gradu- 
ate Programs) to discuss ways in which we can ac- 
complish this goal. In addition, many of the ad- 
ministrative changes that I have put in place will 
definitely help. This includes limiting participa- 
tion as an M.D./Ph.D. Program mentor to faculty 
who meet rigid standards regarding research fund- 
ing, productivity, training record, and commitment 
to the M.D./Ph.D. Program. Implementation of our 
three person Advisory Committees for each stu- 
dent will also help to insure that students move rap- 
idly through the program but without compromis- 
ing the quality of their education. For those of you 
who are now wondering why you have not been 
assigned faculty advisors, this is because we are 
still finalizing our list of mentors for the M.D./Ph.D. 
Program. We expect this to be completed by the 
end of October. At that time I will meet with each 
of you to discuss individuals whom you would like 
to be on your three person Advisory Committee. 
Our intention is to assign this Advisory Commit- 
tee to all of our students, although we will not do 
so with more senior students who feel that this 
would not be helpful. 


Upcoming Events... 
October 20, 1998 - Annual M.D./Ph.D. Distinguished 
Lecture: Dr. Mina Bissell, Director, 
Life Sciences Division, Lawrence Berkeley 
National Laboratory. 


November 17, 1998 - Monthly R.I.P. Dinner 

December 15, 1998 - Monthly R.I.P. Dinner 

May, 1999 - M.D./Ph.D. Graduation Party 

June, 1999 - Annual M.D./Ph.D. Retreat at Mountain 
Lake, VA. 





Our Early Admissions Program is well underway. 
Dr. Brautigan and I have been extremely pleased 
with the quality of the applicants thus far. There 
are some absolutely superb candidates who will 
be visiting the University of Virginia on October 
15-16, and October 29-30, 1998. Many of you will 
be asked to meet with these individuals, and I 
strongly encourage you to put our best foot for- 
ward and to do everything possible to recruit these 
individuals. Without a doubt, your interactions 
with the students and their perceptions of your sat- 
isfaction with the program will be a key to our suc- 
cess. I think there is every reason to be enthusias- 
tic about our institution. Despite losing the MST 
Program, I believe this is still one of the best M.D./ 
Ph.D. Programs in the country. There are few in- 
stitutions that can rival the extremely high rankings 
of our basic science departments. For example, 
five out of six of Ph.D. degree granting basic sci- 
ence departments in the School of Medicine were 
ranked in the top 20 based on NIH funding last 
year. 


National NIH Funding Ran! 
Molecular Physiology & Biol. Physics 4th 
Cell Biology 7th 


Pharmacology 10th 
Microbiology 13th 
Biomedical Engineering 17th 





This attests to the very high quality of biomedical 
research conducted in these departments and the 
opportunities for superb doctoral training. I feel 
that this strength, combined with the administra- 
tive changes that we have made in the program, 
and our exceptional record in providing high qual- 
ity medical training, make this an outstanding place 
to train. 


In summary, I am extremely excited about the 
progress we have made to improve what is al- 
ready a strong M.D./Ph.D. Program. | greatly ap- 
preciate the contributions that you have made. As 
I hope you have perceived by now, I am very open 
for your suggestions on how to further improve 
the program. You are an outstanding group of 
individuals who are clearly destined to be leaders 
in academic medicine, and it is a pleasure to serve 
as your director. 


Welcome to Our New Students 


We are pleased to welcome this year’s entering class - 

Paul DiCamillo joins us after his first year of medical school here at UVa. He did his first rotation 
this summer away at the National Institutes of Health and is excited to be a part of this program. 

Heather Ferris graduated from the College of Charleston, and spent her summer working with 
Dr. Joel Linden in the Center for Cardiovascular Research. She is interested in Endocrinology and cell 
signaling. 

Dan Lavelle travelled the greatest distance to attend UVa, having graduated from the University 
of California-Davis. Although Dan did not do a rotation this past summer, he writes, “I am looking forward 
to doing one or two rotations during my upcoming summer break.” Dan also commented that he is “sur- 
prised at how much [he] is liking Anatomy and the specialized course curriculum that [the] M.D./Ph.D. 
students have.” 

Tim Olson joins us from Rice University in Houston, Texas, and spent his summer working in the 
lab of Dr. Lou Hammarskjold. He has a wide variety of research interests, including microbiology, biophysics, 
and biomedical engineering. 





All three of the new entering students commented that one of the main reasons they came to UVa is 
how much they enjoy living in Charlottesville. Tim writes that he was impressed with “the variety 
of exceptional research opportunities.” Dan noted “a sense of congeniality among the faculty that 
was different from any university I visited.” And Heather remarked that “the students here were 
happier in general than at other schools I visited.” 


M.D./Ph.D & Molecular Medicine Picnic 


The First Annual Molecular Medicine and M.D./Ph.D. Picnic on Sunday, Sept. 6th was a memorable 
time for all who attended. We would like to extend our warmest thanks to Dr. Michael Weber for 
hosting the event at Malvern Farm. Despite a conflict with the Annual GBS Fall Retreat taking place 
that same weekend, there were many students present from both graduate programs. Faculty, like Drs. 
Gary Owens and Bill Petri also came with their families to enjoy the sunny hot afternoon. The event 
gave everyone an opportunity to welcome the new students and time 
to catch up with one another. The picnic was catered by 
Charlottesville's premier barbeque establishment, Big Jim's, so of This Newsletter is published 
course the food was tasty and plentiful. A great big thanks goes to twice a year. 
M.D./Ph.D. student, Wilbur Chang, for lugging the food, and to Ideas and comments are welcome. 
Molecular Medicine students, Jennifer Thibert and Rob Bakin for 


Rumey Ishizawar, Editor 


bringing the drinks to the picnic site. ridn@virginia.edu 
Jane Cornelius 
After filling up one's stomach, one could take either a nap in a ham- jecSk@virginia.edu 


mock under the shade or a cool dip in the pond. Both activities were eee let 


“heartily enjoyed” by 3rd yr MD/PhD student, Mike Nemergut. The 
pond was highlighted by a spring diving board and a waterslide, both of which were put to the test. And 
if anyone was tired of swimming, there were plenty of floatable toys on which to relax. The pond had 
a few surprises as discovered by the Owens children, who had great success with their fishing 

poles. All were most definitely sad to see the sun head below the hills, but we look forward to next 
year's picnic. 
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1998 M.D./Ph.D. Residency Match Results 








David August -Massachusetts General Hospital, Anesthesiology 
Ph.D. Neuroscience 


Robert Fern -Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia, Pediatrics 
Ph.D. Pharmacology 


Deborah Frank - University of Utah Affiliated Hospital, Pediatrics 
Ph.D. Biomedical Engineering 


Eric Huczko - California Pacific Medical Center, Medicine 
Ph.D. Microbiology 


Jason Sheehan -University of Virginia, Surgery 
Ph.D. Biophysics 


Alissa Weaver -Washington University, Pathology 
Ph.D. Biochemstry 


David Williams - Duke University Medical Center, Pathology 
Ph.D. Biophysics 
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